PUBLICHEALTH
healthier together

BOARD OF HEALTH
October 30, 2025, at 12:00 pm
Dr. Johnson Conference Room
2570 4™ St. SW, Ste 1, Mason City, lowa

Hearing Dangerous Dog Ordinance: George Bennett

Present: Dave Moore, Chair
Lisa Koppin
Carl Ginapp
Absent: Jim Aberg

Tonya Gray, MD

Staff: Kara Vogelson, Public Health Director
Jodi Willemsen, Environmental Health & Preparedness Manager
1.D. Sliger, Environmental Health Specialist II
Marcy Strasheim, Administration Manager

Guests: Deputy Marc Kappmeyer
Eric Furleigh
Dog Owner: George and Rhonda Bennett

All attendees introduced themselves; all were in person.
The hearing was called to order at 12:02 p.m.

A motion to approve October 30, 2025, agenda was made by Carl Ginapp, second by Lisa Koppin. Motion
passed.

Attendees were provided copies of CG Public Health’s case summary, most recent correspondence, and
George Bennett’'s appeal letters. Mr. Bennett also provided a copy of his appeal letter to the Health
Director, handwritten notes from Leslie Ashland, the person who answered the door in the 3™ biting
incident, and handwritten notes he made on the physical effects of abuse on a dog.

Dave Moore outlined the procedural rules for the hearing regarding Ordinance 56a and clarified the
process by which the appeal hearing would proceed.

Kara Vogelson reviewed the case summaries for all three bite cases dated June 20, 2024, August 21,
2024, and October 4, 2025. She detailed the difficulty of correspondence with Mr. Bennett, non-
compliance to some of the board’s initial orders after the first hearing November 13, 2024. Ms.



Vogelson noted two points: non-compliance with the board’s original order, and the occurrence of
another bite incident after the board’s ruling.

Mr. & Mrs. Bennett provided testimony and appeal to Board of Health members.

Mr. Bennett shared that around a year ago he caught a visitor in their home kicking Mya across
the room and aggressively playing with her. It's Mr. Bennett’s belief that this is why Mya has
become aggressive, and he needs time to retrain her.

Mr. Bennett shared his dissatisfaction with the trainer. He felt the trainer was doing basic
command training and not aggression suppression training. He also explained that the trainer
was petting and being friendly with Mya during their training sessions (3 sessions were held).
Mr. Bennett stated that she has only bitten three people out of the numerous people who visit
his home. Mya gets between him and visitors when people approach him.

Mr. Bennett stated that the Deputy (3" bite victim) was told to stay out front and he didn’t; it
shocked Mr. Bennett to see him there and shocked Mya, too.

Mr. Bennett shared that Mya is a companion dog, that she is always with him and it provides
him someone to talk to and he can’t leave the yard without her.

The Board of Health reviewed and returned the document Mr. Bennett handed to them the
Veteran’s Administration (VA) stating that Mr. Bennett is allowed to have an emotional support
animal. He stated this document allowed her to accompany him on a plane.

The Board asked Mr. Bennett if he got the document from the VA before or after he got Mya.
Mr. Bennett shared he had discussed it with his provider before he got Mya but didn’t obtain
the document for a companion dog until after he owned Mya.

Mr. Bennett is asking the board to provide him more time train Mya using an aggression
suppression training program.

During the review of the board’s original conditions, Mr. Bennett shared he did not understand
that he is required to kennel Mya whenever there is a visitor in the house for the remainder of
her life, he believed it was only for the 10-day holding period. He shared that Mya patrols their
yard and their visitors play ball with her.

Mrs. Bennett shared that the reason they got Mya was to protect them and their home.

Mrs. Bennett shared that one of the bite victims has been to the home many times after he was
bitten.

Mr. Bennett requested the Board let his dog go and he’ll train her.

Eric Furleigh provided testimony to the Board of Health members.

Mr. Furleigh shared Mya is a nice dog and a good animal as long as he doesn’t make sudden
movements. He stated that he believed that Mr. Bennett was seeking another chance at training
Mya with a probationary period.

Board of Health Member Clarifications Requested

Asked Mr. Bennett if Mya’s PTSD arose from the incident shared.

Asked Mr. Bennett for clarification about the trainer’s method to teach the dog control.
Asked Mr. Bennett what he meant by stating Mya was a companion dog.

Asked Mr. Bennett for the VA prescription for the dog and the date/letter for the dog to be
declared a companion dog.

Asked Mr. Bennett what he did to the young man who kicked the dog.

Asked Ms. Vogelson the list of restrictions the Board gave after the first hearing.

Asked Mr. Bennett where he got the dog and what breed she was.
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e Asked Mr. Bennett if anyone filed charges against Mr. Bennett after being bitten by Mya.
Deputy Marc Kappmeyer provided testimony to the Board of Health members.

e Deputy Kappmeyer, Cerro Gordo County Sheriff’s Department explained his experience with
Mya while serving civil papers to the Bennett residence when he was bitten. He outlined that
the person who answered the door told him to follow her to find George. They went from the
front door to another building where he was told by her to stay there, about 6-7 feet from the
door to this building. The woman opened the door to the building and yelled for George. Maya
was at her feet and bolted past the woman at the door to attack the Deputy very quickly. He
had little time to defend himself and could only turn away from the dog before she bit him.
George yelled at the dog and she released. There were 3 people present. He went to the ER and
received treatment. He suggested that while it's not the dog’s fault that she is aggressive, she
has bitten three people and the dog is unpredictable and cannot be controlled.

Motion to adjourn at 1:00 p.m. by Carl Ginapp, second by Lisa Koppin. Motion passed.

Adopted by the Board on 2 !ll _IZAQS
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(Signature of Presiding Officer)




