PUBLICHEALTH
healthier together

BOARD OF HEALTH
November 13, 2024, at 12:30 pm
Dr. Johnson Conference Room
2570 4% St. SW, Ste 1, Mason City, lowa

Hearing Dangerous Dog Ordinance: George Bennett
Present: Lisa Koppin, Chair
Jodi Draper

Lori Meacham Ginapp

Absent: Dave Moore
Tonya Gray, MD

Staff: Kara Vogelson, Public Health Director
Jodi Willemsen, Environmental Health & Preparedness Manager
J.D. Sliger, Environmental Health Specialist Il

Guests: None

Dog Owner: George and Rhonda Bennett

All attendees introduced themselves; all were in person.

The hearing was called to order at 12:34 p.m.

A motion to approve the October 10, 2024, agenda was made by Jodi Draper, second by Lori Meacham
Ginapp. Motion passed.

Attendees were provided copy of the incident reports, Sheriff’s reports, pictures of injuries to the victim
along with Health Department correspondence.

Lisa Koppin provided information on the rules of this hearing pertaining to Ordinance 56a. Board
members agreed they reviewed the packet that was distributed.

Jodi Willemsen presented the facts of the case and definitions from the ordinance.

Mr. Bennett provided testimony and appeal to Board of Health members.
e The Bennetts have not been to visit the dog since she has been at Pioneer Animal Hospital.
e Mr. Bennett is upset with how Mya was captured and transported to Pioneer Animal Hospital
the day she was taken. The dog was removed based on advice from the County Attorney.
e Mr. Bennett shared the incident that the first bite was the result of Mya protecting him.



e Mrs. Bennet shared that the second incident happened while she was home and the victim had
been there all day playing with the dog. Mr. Bennett stated that the dog bit the victim because
she sat in his chair.

e The Board of Health clarified that Mya is not a service dog but an emotional support dog. Mr.
Bennett shared that she is prescribed by the VA.

e Mr. Bennett did not take Mya with him on his recent trip to California.

e Mpyais a little over 2 years old — 28 months

e  Mr. Bennett has already discussed training Mya with a local trainer; the trainer has been told
that Mya has bitten 2 people.

A motion to modify the Health Director’s action to allow the dog to live with certain restrictions by Lisa
Koppin, Jodi Draper seconded. Motion passed.

The Board orders the following requirements:
1. Mya must be enrolled in training
a. Must keep in contact with CG Public Health on status updates.
b. Must inform instructor that she has bitten twice.
2. Mya must pass the training by June of 2025; evidence must be provided to CG Public Health.
3. Postvisible signs so that visitors know that Mya is a Dangerous Dog; one sign posted by the
driveway one by the entrance to the home.
4. Mya must be microchipped by a licensed vet and evidence must be provided to CG Public
Health.
Mya must be confined on the property; and if visitors are present, Mya must be put in a kennel.
Mya must be put in a kennel before visitors are allowed into the home.
Mya must be harnessed/collared with rabies tag.
Mya must be leashed if in public.
Notify CG Public Health if Mya escapes the property, attacks a person or animal, is sold, given
away, or dies.
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Once trained some of this could be modified. Jodi Willemsen will let the veterinarian know that the
Bennetts will be there tomorrow morning to pick up Mya.

Motion to adjourn at 1:03 p.m. by Jodi Draper, second by Lori Meacham Ginapp. Motion passed.

Adopted by the Board on [2-12-24

(Date of meeting)
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